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Mb. WALLACE ON NATURAL SELECTION APPLIED TO 
ANTHROPOLOGY. 



To the Editor of the A nthropological Revieio. 

Sib, — In the last number of your periodical, Dr. Hunt's paper " On 
the Application of the Principle of Natural Selection to Anthropo- 
logy?" which was read at Nottingham, is printed at length. I beg, 
therefore, a little of your space to reply to the charge of being entirely 
" illogical," in the application which I have elsewhere made of the 
principle of natural selection to the question of the origin of man. 

Dr. Hunt selects from my paper " On the Origin of Human Races, 
etc., deduced from the Theory of Natural Section," published in the 
Review of May, 1864, two statements of opinion which are not, per- 
haps, very important parts of that paper, and maintains that they are 
not fairly deducible from Mr. Darwin's princrples. The first is, " Man 
may have been, indeed I believe must have been, once a homogeneous 
race." The second is that, "Man may and 2)robably will in the 
future again become a single homogeneous race." I am only now 
concerned to show, that admitting the ajDplication of " Natural Selec- 
tion " to man, these are fair and logical inferences. 

In Chapter IV. of The Origin of Species, Mr. Darwin maintains, 
that just as all varieties of a species are descended from one homo- 
geneous species, so all the species of a genus are descended from one 
parent species, and all the genera of a family from one parent genus ; 
and generally any group of animals, whether large or small, has 
descended from a more or less remote single species. It matters not, 
therefore, whether man be a species with many varieties, or a genus 
with many species, in either case he has, on Mr. Darwin's principles, 
descended from one species, and if that one species was sub-divided 
into varieties, then by going a little further back we arrive at their 
common ancestor in a single homogeneous sj)ecies, or one in which 
there are no well marked and permanent varieties. Such species 
among animals, when we now find them, are almost always confined to 
a limited area, cosmo23olitan species being as a rule variable. I think, 
therefore, that when I state that I believe man was once " a single 
homogeneous race," I am merely stating a truism to those who admit 
the application to him of the principle of "natural selection." 

It is, however, my second statement, that man may in the future 
again become a single homogeneous race, that seems so paradoxical to 
Dr. Hunt ; and no doubt it is very like blowing hot and cold with the 
same mouth to make " natural selection" answerable for such opposite 
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results. But the whole scope and purport of my jmper was to show, 
that since that early period at which the ancestors of mankind formed 
a single homogeneous race, all the very distinct forms now existing 
(and perhaps others now extinct) were produced by " natural selec- 
tion," till the process was checked by the development of the mind of 
man, causing changes of his external form to be less important than 
advances in his intellectual and moral nature. Had this check not 
occurred it seems to me probable that the world would now be in- 
habited by many quite distinct sfjecies, and, perhaps, even distinct 
genera of the animal man. As it is, the forms of man on the earth are 
steadily decreasing in number, owing to the more rapid mental, moral, 
and physical development of a few superior races. It is a bare fact 
that man is becoming more homogeneous. The most extreme forms, 
the native American, the New Zealander, the Australian, and the 
Polynesian races, are all doomed. It is a mere question of time as to 
when these will become extinct. And when I see how Europeans 
have spread over tropical South America, when I contemplate the 
rapid increase of that energetic race which in three centuries has 
changed the vast continent of North America from a waste of forest to 
a hive of industry and high civilisation, when I think of the possible 
advances of science in making the forces of nature subserve the wants 
and supplement the energies of this dominant race, I cannot believe 
that the resistance of lower races and lower civilisations will per- 
manently avail them, or that climatal influences will for ever prevent 
the tropics from being the home of the civilised man armed with ever- 
increasing insight into nature and nature's laws. 

This is the " struggle for existence " on the grandest scale ; and I 
believe the next few centuries will see it go on at such a rate that 
even the great races hitherto dominant in their own areas — the 
Negroes, the Hindoos, and the Mongols — will begin to suffer from it. 
I cannot believe that the progress of civilisation and science will stop, 
and I can see no end to such progress, but the absorption and dis- 
placement of lower races by higher, till the world again become in- 
habited by a " homogeneous race," whose command over nature and 
whose powers of intercommunication will be such as to prevent local 
conditions affecting, to more than a very slight degree, its external 
characteristics. The globe is or very soon will be to civilised man, an 
area over which he can roam at will, with as much ease as any animal 
over the single island or continental area that it inhabits ; and it will 
then become impossible for an inferior race long to maintain itself 
against him. If then we admit that the mental are more important 
than the more corporeal forces in the great human "struggle for 
existence," it is a necessary result that the higher will continue to 
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displace or absorb the lower races of man. It is for those who deny 
this to show why and when this process will cease. 

I believe that I have now shown that the principles of Mr. Darwin's 
Origin of Species, if ajyplied to man with such modifications as are 
required by the great development and vast importance of his intellec- 
tual and moral rather than his mere animal nature, leads to the 
apparently paradoxical result that he is tending to become again as 
his progenitors once undoubtedly must have been, " a single homo- 
geneous race." 

Alfred R. Wallace. 
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To tlie Editor of the A nlhropological llevieiv. 

Sir, — When reading the remarkable article in No. XV of the 
Anthropological ltevicw, "On the Apjslioation of the Principle of 
Natural Selection to Anthropology," my interest was peculiarly 
awakened by the hard blows which the writer therein took occasion to 
aim at myself and my book entitled The First Man and his Place in 
Creation. At once acknowledging that work to be immeasurably 
below the dignity and grandeur of the subject, I must, nevertheless, 
beg permission to expostulate with the author of this article on the 
severe treatment of me and my volume. My science and philosophy, 
alas ! are not so advanced, but that I feel it painful to be misunder- 
stood by him, more especially as the misunderstanding provokes him 
to express himself in a manner indicative of unphilosophieal perturba- 
tion in his own spirit. 

Dr. Hunt cannot be offended at my endeavour to defend the Chris- 
tian idea of man's origin as that which, in my opinion, best accounts 
for the actual condition of mankind. This point of view may be 
deemed that of prejudice and presumption ; but it is manifest that 
those who have been able to find their way to this point appear to 
comprehend the phenomena and ideas pertaining to man's mind and 
world quite as clearly as those who take other ground, and yet have 
not succeeded in accounting for man's existence and experience either 
scientifically or otherwise. In this respect, therefore, the Christian 
has an advantage ; he assigns a sufficient cause for his existence and 
his hope, while those who do not believe as he does are still inquiring 
where they obtain no intelligence. Is not the fact that so many men 
of average thinking faculties have for ages believed the Christian 



